196         THE GERMAN SCHOOL SYSTEM
The students in Germany are as anxious to
learn as the teachers are to instruct. Habits of
industry are inculcated upon them from an early
age, German schools have always been noted
for their good discipline ; but, whereas before the
War special stress was laid on submission to the
authority of the teachers, now the relations be-
tween the teachers and the pupils are of a more
friendly character. There is a strong movement
for the total abolition of corporal punishment. In
Prussia, it has already been abolished for girls al-
together and for boys in the two lowest classes, and
even in the case of boys in the other class-
es, it is very rare and never administered for
mere deficiencies in work. The introduction of
the students' self-government movement also
shows that the German conception of school dis-
cipline has entirely changed after the War, A
quarter of a century ago, Sir Michaaei Sadler
remarked, * England lays more stress on the
character-forming parts of education, Prussia on
the mind-forming parts'. This statement is not
true to the same extent today as it probably was
before the War. The formation of character and
the development of personality are now considered
to be as important as intellectual training. The
residential system is no doubt still rare in Germany
as compared with England,1 but the teacher's
1 Owing to the importance attached by the Germans to the
influence of the family which they regard as the basis of all
education, the residential system is not likely to develop in Ger-
many to anything like the same extent as in England*